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BOOK REVIEWS 

METHODS AND PRINCIPLES 

Is America Safe for Democracy? William McDougall. New 
York: Scribner's, 1921, 218 pp. 

This is a pro-Eugenics book, and an astounding one from the 
author of the Inlroduction to Social Psychology and co-author of The 
Pagan Tribes of Borneo. Quoted excerpts best convey its drift and 
method. 

I would especially draw the attention of readers interested in political, 
economic, or social science to the evidence cited in this volume which in- 
dicates very strongly, if it does not finally prove, that the social stratification 
which exists in modern industrial communities is positively correlated with 
a corresponding stratification of innate moral and intellectual quality, or, 
in less technical language, that the upper social strata, as compared with 
the lower, contain a larger proportion of persons of superior natural endow- 
ments, (p. vii.) 

We must have some understanding of the causes of the rise and fall of 
the curve ol civilization. The answers that have been suggested fall into 
two main classes: first, the answer impUed by the economic interpretation 
of history; secondly, the anthropological answer, (p. 7.) 

My thesis is that the anthropological theory is the true one, that the great 
condition of the decline of any civilization is the inadequacy of the qiwlities of the 
people who are the bearers of it. (p. 12.) 

Here, then, is the anthropological theory of the decline of peoples: 

Every human being, and therefore every community of human beings, 
every populace, inherits from its ancestry a stock of innate qualities which 
enable it to enjoy, to sustain, to promote, a civilization of a certain degree 
of complexity, (p. 17.) 

It is this mental anthropology which is so difficult a study that it has 
only quite recently begun to take shape as a science, the science we call 
modern psychology. . . Especially as regards the innate basis of the human 
mind, we still have httle light and much difference of opinion. Yet only 
knowledge of the innate basis of the mind will enable us to arrive at well- 
founded views, in the face of the great problems of the rise and fall of nations, 
(pp. 18-19.) 

The colored men of the Northern States showed distinct superiority 
to those of the South, in respect of their performance in the army intel- 
ligence-tests. Have they not a larger proportion of white blood? I do not 
know, but I suspect it. (p. 54.) 
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We have, then, pretty good evidence that the capacity for intellectual 
growth is inborn in different degrees, that it is hereditary, and also that it is 
closely correlated with social status, (p. 66.) 

The Nordic race, then, is more curious and less sociable than the Mediter- 
ranean. In it the instinct of curiosity is stronger, the herd instinct is weaker, 
(p. 83.) 

We may fairly complete our hypothesis by assuming that the Mediter- 
ranean race is constitutionally extrovert, the Nordic race constitutionally 
introvert, (p. 87.) 

Just as that peculiarity which enables a man to become a great mathema- 
tician (or a great musician) is certainly innate and hereditary, though we 
cannot define or conceive in what this hereditary basis consists; so also the 
development of the highest mpral character only proceeds upon the basis 
of a hitherto undefined innate and hereditary peculiarity, (p. 133.) 

We do not know the ethnic composition of the people which produced 
that [Greek] civilization. It is still a matter of dispute. But we do know that 
the present population of Greece is in the main of different stock. And 
history shows that the change or substitution of population took place about 
the time of the decay of that civilization, (p. 169.) 

It is probably impossible at present to write a wholly objective 
book on the worth of races and strains, and therefore also impossible 
to pass objective judgment on one. Hence the quotations: though 
even the selection of these is open to the imputation of bias. In- 
stead of summarizing an evaluation of the volume, the reviewer 
will therefore express what seemed its outstanding virtue and fault. 
The virtue is an unusual open-mindedness and courage. No problem 
is shrunk from; no view pushed aside because it is scientifically 
unfashionable or heterodox; insufficience of evidence is fully admitted. 
The fault is an insistence on driving incomplete evidence to conclu- 
sions, which therefore seem affectively predetermined. What is 
needed for scientific progress on the great problems of race values is 
not the utilization of admittedly imperfect evidence to reach some 
verdict — which every man on the street already has — but a critical 
examination of the gaps, their causes, and the means of satisfactorily 
filling them; and then the labor of producing new evidence that is 
worth more. 

A. L. Kroeber 

Instinct and the Unconscious. W. H. R. Rivers. Cambridge: 
University Press, 1920, 252 pp.; second edition, 1922, 277 pp. 

While the sub-title to this volume describes it as a contribution to 
a biological theory of the psycho-neuroses, the author has really 



